
 

What is Salvageable? 

Entering your Home 

Your personal safety is always the top priority when re-entering your home.  

Upon re-entering your home, ensure that your utilities are turned off. Your electricity can be turned off 

by your on-site fuse box, or you can have a certified electrician turn it off. Your water and gas should be 

turned off by the on-site valves.  

Ensure that it is safe to re-enter your home by looking for these signs:  

 Severe wood rot in the end grain of lumber structures 

 Distortion and warping of structures such as floor boards 

 Termite damage, as termites are particularly enticed by wet wood 

 Visible undermining of the foundation of the home, such as the erosion of the ground at the 

base of the structure 

 Wet wallboard, plaster, paneling, and insulation 

 Roof damage, such as missing shingles, cracks, holes, and defective flashing 

Beginning Cleanup  

When entering your home, open all doors and window to promote air circulation.  

Remove all mud with a shovel.  

Remove all soft, cushioned furniture, like upholstered chairs and sofas, mattresses, and carpet.  

Remove all clothing, bed linens, and washable fabrics and launder them with vinegar. One cup per full 

load.  

From there you can start to keep or throw out things:  

Salvageable Materials:  

 Clothing 

 Solid Wood Furniture (Cyprus, Oak, and Pine)  

 Subflooring 

 Tile Flooring 

 Hard Wood Floors (should dry slowly) 

 Photos, documents, and important papers (technique found in the Resources below) 

Dispose of these Materials:  

 Refrigerator, Freezer, and Microwave; DO NOT OPEN. Close with duct tape and toss out.  

 Home Appliances submerged in water 

 Sofa, Cushioned Chairs, and Mattresses 

 Toys and Stuffed Animals 

 Vinyl, Linoleum, and Carpet Flooring 



 
 

 

Document all things thrown out with photos to support your claims for FEMA and 

insurance.  

 

 

Extra Resources on How to Salvage your Belongings 

App ERS: Emergency Response and Salvage.  Available for Apple, Android, and Blackberry devices.  

http://www.dlionline.org/Flood-Damage-Fact-Sheet   

http://www.floodsafety.com/national/property/cleanup/ 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1452008937293-

2c5cf070cabce562b9ae8727abbdc7e9/Flood_FIMA_Fact_Sheet_2015_508.pdf  

http://www.mnhs.org/preserve/conservation/emergency.php  
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